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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 8th February 2016 at the 

Parish Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Mrs J M Cole, D W England, Ms L A Gifford, Mrs M H Harlock, T R 

Huggins, J A Parker, R A Payne, P S Potts, J C Price, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr 

S C Withams and Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

 

County Councillor M R Tew 

District Councillor P L E Bucknell  

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillor Mrs S Stafford and PCSO G 

Price. 

 

 

175/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman thanked Members who had attended and helped with the arrangements for 

the presentation of the Legion D’Honneur to Mr Vic Steward at the Parish Centre on 26th 

January which she said had been a unique occasion for the village.   

 

 

176/15 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Mrs Harlock and seconded by Councillor Parker, the 

Minutes of the meeting held on 11th January 2016 were approved as a correct record and 

signed by the Chairman 

 

 

177/15 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

Councillor Mrs Cole declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in one aspect of Minute 

No. 189/15 (Proposed Development of 120 Dwellings South of Station Road) as she 

owned land affected by the development. 

 

Councillor England declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in Minute No. 188/15 

(Proposed Replacement Parish Centre/Sports Facilities) as he was a member of the 

Warboys Sports Field Committee and related to a trustee of the land.  However he had 

previously been granted a dispensation by the Council to speak but not vote on matters 

relating to the Sports Field. 
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Councillor England also declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in Minute No. 201/15 

(Request for Financial Assistance) as he was related to a person involved in the request. 

 

 

178/15 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 11th 

January 2016:- 

 

(a) Jubilee Park 

 

Further to Minute No. 160/15(a), the Clerk reported that the Department for 

Communities and Local Government had now confirmed the byelaws submitted 

for Jubilee Park.  A copy of the byelaws had been deposited in the Library and 

published on the website and the Clerk indicated that he would arrange for a 

suitable sign to be erected at the Park itself. 

 

(b) Notice Boards 

 

Further to Minute No. 160/15(e), the Clerk reported that the Handymen had 

installed the two replacement notice boards in High Street and Humberdale Way 

and that various compliments had been received from members of the public 

about their appearance. 

 

(c) Christmas Lighting 

 

Further to Minute No. 160/15(f), the Clerk reported that the Council’s insurers 

had accepted the claim for the replacement of the Christmas tree lighting which 

had been vandalised in December and a copy of the pro-forma invoice from the 

suppliers had been submitted for reimbursement. 

 

Arising from a question by Councillor England as to the length of time that the 

Christmas lighting had remained in situ in the village after the New Year, 

Councillor Willis pointed out that as the Christmas Lighting Group could no 

longer use raised platforms to remove the lighting for health and safety reasons, 

an external company had been engaged to undertake the work.  In order to keep 

costs to a minimum, the company had removed the lighting in Warboys when 

they were undertaking similar work in neighbouring villages.   

 

Having regard to the comments raised, the Chairman asked Councillor Willis if 

the Lighting Group could establish the extent of the additional cost if the company 

was engaged to remove the lighting in Warboys at an earlier date in future years. 

 

(d) Connections Bus Project 

 

Arising from Minute No. 160/15(l), the Clerk reported that he had submitted an 

application to Cambridgeshire Community Foundation for a grant towards the 

cost of the Connections Bus Project in Warboys in 2016/17. 

 

(e) Parish Centre Roof 
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Further to Minute No. 163/15, Members were informed that the repairs to the 

Parish Centre roof had been completed satisfactorily. 

 

(f) School Crossing Patrol 

 

Further to Minute No. 165/15, the Clerk reported that he had been informed that 

the County Council’s Highways and Community Infrastructure Committee had 

decided not to include school crossing patrols in their list of cuts for 2016/17 and 

although this was still subject to ratification when the County Council met to 

determine their budget, the decision was unlikely to be overturned. 

 

(g) CPRE Workshop 

 

Arising from Minute No. 169/15, Councillors Dr Withams and Ms Tavener 

reported on their attendance at a CPRE workshop on planning at St Ives on 19th 

January.  Members were informed that the workshop had been poorly attended 

and that the information provided had not been particularly useful in their opinion.  

The CPRE representatives had drawn attention to the need to recruit additional 

members outside the Home Counties and they had provided a resume of the 

planning system, listing the diverse organisations involved and the undemocratic 

nature of Local Enterprise Partnerships.   

 

(h) DBS Checks 

 

Arising from Minute No. 172/15, the Clerk reported that he had been advised by 

Huntingdonshire District Council that they were no longer prepared to undertake 

DBS checks on behalf of parish councils.  However they had drawn attention to 

the fact that this service was now being offered by Hunts Forum and the Clerk 

reported that he was awaiting further information from that organisation in order 

to arrange for the necessary checks to be carried out of Council Members and 

employees. 

 

 

179/15 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 11th January 

2016 be received. 

 

 

179/15 FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Footpaths Committee held on 27th January 

2016 be received. 

 

 

180/15 POLICE REPORT 
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The Clerk reported that the statistics on the Cambridgeshire Constabulary website had yet 

to be updated for the month of January but that the crimes recorded for the Warboys and 

Bury District Ward were now available.  These showed that there had been 28 crimes 

recorded in December, including 3 non-dwelling burglaries, 2 cases of criminal damage, 

1 drugs offence, 1 public order offence, 1 other theft, 5 vehicle crimes, 12 violent crimes 

and 2 other crimes, together with 8 reports of anti-social behaviour. 

 

 

181/15 SPEEDWATCH 

 

The Clerk reported that a meeting of volunteers interested in the potential creation of a 

local Speedwatch team would be held in the Parish Centre on 20th February and that this 

would be attended by the Police’s Countywide Speedwatch Co-ordinator.  As the purpose 

of the meeting was to benefit the village by encouraging a reduction in traffic speeds, it 

was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Parish Centre be let without charge on this occasion. 

 

 

182/15 SHELTER ADJOINING JUBILEE CLOCK TOWER 

 

Further to Minute No. 160/15(i), Councillor Mrs Cole reported on discussions that she 

had undertaken with the leader of the youth section of Chatteris British Legion with 

regard to the painting of a mural in the shelter near the Jubilee Clock Tower.  Councillor 

Mrs Cole referred to the shelters in which WWI murals had been painted in Chatteris, 

Woodhurst and Wistow and she put forward her ideas for the shelter in Warboys, 

possibly including a painting of an Avro Lancaster.  Members were informed that 

Councillor Mrs Cole intended to visit the Pathfinder museum at RAF Wyton shortly to 

investigate suitable local connections further and that she would be meeting local 

youngsters to discuss the ideas with them to engage their support.  A further report would 

be given in due course. 

 

 

183/15 TREE SURGERY 

 

Further to Minute No. 164/15, the Clerk reported that he had met representatives of 

another tree surgery business which had been suggested by Councillor Parker.  The 

company’s representative had suggested less dramatic work to the trees adjoining 18 

Church Road which would retain their shape and had offered to submit the necessary 

application to the District Council for consent to works to the trees in the conservation 

area. 

 

As the quotation submitted was considerably lower than that previously received, it was  

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the quotation received from John Talbot Tree Surgery in the sum of £500 plus 

VAT be accepted for the cutting back of trees in Adams Lyons playground 

adjoining 18 Church Road and 8 The Paddocks. 
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184/15 HANGING BASKETS 

 

Further to Minute No. 88/15, Members were reminded that the Council had agreed to 

invite local businesses to have hanging baskets displayed outside their premises which 

would be filled by the Council and removed at the end of each summer.  The offer had 

arisen from the fact that the Council had purchased four replacement hanging baskets for 

the lamp standards adjoining The Weir which had been too large to be used.   

 

The Clerk reported that the Post Office, the Waterside Practice and Audreys had been the 

only businesses that had replied to agree to the baskets being displayed on their premises. 

 

It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that arrangements be made for two hanging baskets to be displayed at the Post 

Office and one each at the Waterside Practice and Audreys, the baskets to be 

fitted, filled and removed by the Council each year. 

 

 

185/15 DEFIBRILLATOR 

 

Further to Minute 167/15, Councillor Mrs Wyatt reported representatives of the 55 Plus 

club had contacted businesses near the centre of the village to ask if they would be 

prepared for a defibrillator to be installed outside their premises for use in a medical 

emergency. Members were informed that the club were liaising with the East Anglian 

Ambulance Trust on the scheme and that a further report would be submitted to the next 

meeting. 

 

 

186/15 PHOTOCOPIER 

 

A report was submitted by the Clerk (copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members) arising from the receipt of a notification from Canon UK Ltd that they were 

unable to continue to maintain the Council’s existing photocopier in view of its age and 

the lack of spares.  Although the copier could be retained, the high cost of call out and 

repairs, together with the increasing scarcity of spares made this an uneconomic course of 

action. 

 

The Clerk submitted quotations received from Canon and Xerox, both of which were 

ESPO nominated contractors, who had submitted prices for both mono and colour 

machines.  As technology had advanced in the 8 years since the previous copier had been 

purchased, the Clerk pointed out that the new machines were now multi-function devices 

capable of a range of functions and tasks.  In the absence of a landline at the Parish 

Centre, the Clerk indicated that it might not be possible to make full use of the machines’ 

capabilities currently but that this would not be the case when the Parish Centre was 

replaced by a new building. 
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Members were of the opinion that a colour machine would be preferable for the relatively 

low additional cost and they noted that if a machine was purchased, this would be the 

equivalent to a lease charge of just over 4 years. 

 

Following discussion, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that a colour MFD be purchased from Xerox at a cost of £2,049.60 plus VAT. 

 

 

187/16  JUBILEE CLOCK TOWER – INTERNAL LIGHT 

 

Further to Minute No. 08/15 of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, the Clerk 

reported that a quotation had been received for the fitting of an internal light in the 

Jubilee Clock Tower.  As the only lighting in the tower currently was by torch, Members 

agreed that, in the interests of health and safety, an electric light should be installed. 

 

It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the quotation received from Adrian Whitby in the sum of £160 plus VAT be 

accepted for the fitting of an electric light in the Jubilee Clock Tower. 

 

 

188/15 PROPOSED REPLACEMENT PARISH CENTRE/SPORTS FACILITIES 

 

Further to Minute No. 70/15, a report was submitted by the Clerk (copies of which had 

been circulated to all Members) following investigations by the working party established 

by the Council to discuss the possible replacement of the Parish Centre and the provision 

of new sports facilities. 

 

Members were informed that Councillor Payne had prepared plans showing the possible 

footprint of new facilities that met the requirements of the sports clubs and the various 

governing bodies in terms of changing facilities.  Representatives of the sports clubs and 

the sports and social club had welcomed the proposals, although concerns had been raised 

by one of the clubs about rental costs and the future of the sports and social club 

remained unclear which meant that it would be more difficult to plan for bar facilities in a 

new building.   

 

The Clerk reported that a pre-application enquiry had been submitted to the District 

Council for the development of the site and a meeting had been requested with a Senior 

Planning Officer.  No progress had been made however with the District Council in terms 

of their surrender of the lease of the existing Parish Centre car park. 

 

Councillor Payne displayed the plans which he had prepared and described the floorspace 

proposed in the new building, in so doing answering questions from Members about the 

type of activities that potentially could be accommodated. 
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The Clerk indicated that the next stage in the process was an investigation of the capital 

and revenue costs of the proposed building and that a further report would be submitted 

as the working party pursued their investigations. 

 

 

189/15 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF 120 DWELLINGS SOUTH OF 

STATION ROAD  

 

(Having declared a disclosable pecuniary interest with regard to the question of the public 

footpaths as part of the development, Councillor Mrs Cole left the room during that part 

of the discussion and voting.) 

 

Further to Minute No. 64/15 of the Planning Committee, a report was submitted by the 

Clerk (copies of which had been circulated to all Members) on matters arising from the 

exhibition and meeting with representatives of David Wilson Homes on 20th January 

with regard to the company’s application for planning permission for 120 dwellings to be 

constructed south of Station Road. 

 

Members’ attention was drawn to those elements of the Section 106 Agreement signed as 

a prerequisite of the grant of outline planning permission for the development that 

potentially would affect the Parish Council.  These included the ownership and future 

maintenance of the open space to be provided as part of the development, the siting of the 

two real time bus timetable signs to be installed in Mill Green, the siting of the cycle 

stands to be provided by the developer, the public footpath link between footpaths 3 and 

4, the improvement to the surfacing of footpath 4 to the south west of the development 

and the naming of the new estate roads. 

 

Members were of the opinion that it was too early to decide upon whether the Parish 

Council should accept responsibility for the future ownership and maintenance of the 

open space or whether maintenance should be undertaken by a management company 

funded by the occupiers of the new dwellings.  A similar view was taken with regard to 

the linking of the public footpaths. 

 

However suggestions were made with regard to the siting of the real time bus timetable 

signs and the cycle racks and Councillor England suggested that the estate roads should 

be named after former station commanders of RAF Warboys. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that consideration of the future ownership and maintenance of the open 

space on the estate and the footpath links be deferred; 

 

(b) that the developers and the highway authority be invited to locate the real 

time bus timetable signs at the bus stops on either side of Mill Green near 

the junction with Madecroft and the cycle stands in the Library car park; 

and 

 

(c) that the developers be requested to name the estate roads after former 

station commanders at RAF Warboys. 
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190/15 TEXTILE RECYCLING BANKS 

 

The Clerk informed Members that the District Council proposed to replace the existing 

contract for the provision of textile banks in Huntingdonshire.  Quotations had been 

invited and the successful contractors would be announced shortly.  In the interim the 

existing contractor would be removing the present textile banks, including the two banks 

in the library car park for which the Parish Council received the recycling credits. 

 

 

191/15 ELECTORAL REVIEW OF HUNTINGDONSHIRE 

 

A report was submitted by the Clerk (copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members) on a review of Huntingdonshire’s electoral arrangements which had been 

commenced by the Local Government Boundary Commission. 

 

In view of the forecast growth in the population of Huntingdonshire, the Commission 

would be redrawing ward boundaries to achieve an average electorate per councillor of 

2,931 in 2021.  The Clerk pointed out that this was likely to result in changes in the 

current boundary and composition of the Warboys and Bury Ward which comprised 

those parishes plus Wistow.  While the review could not affect the boundary of the Parish 

of Warboys, the Commission could introduce wards within the Parish if it thought this 

was necessary to achieve electoral equality. 

 

Members acknowledged the difficulty in proposing arrangements for Warboys in view of 

the corresponding effect that this would have on neighbouring wards.  It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that consideration of the review be deferred pending the receipt of draft proposals 

from the Commission.  

 

 

192/15 THE QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY 

 

Members discussed the arrangements to be made locally to celebrate the 90th birthday of 

Her Majesty the Queen 

 

Notification had been received from the District Council concerning a Keep Britain Tidy 

‘Clean for the Queen’ campaign in March.   Councillor Mrs Harlock advised that this had 

been considered by the Warboys Branch of the Women’s Institute with a large litter pick 

being discussed for the village in April.  However District Councillor Bucknell advised 

that the District Council were planning to collect rubbish collected by volunteers over a 

three day period in March and had offered to help with the provision of protective 

equipment, litter pickers etc. 

 

Under the circumstances, Councillor Mrs Harlock advised that she would raise the matter 

again at the monthly meeting of the W.I. and would suggest that other groups in the 

village be invited to take part. 

 

The Chairman reported that beacons would be lit on the occasion of the official birthday 

of the Queen on 21st April and she suggested that a portable beacon be purchased and a 
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beacon lighting ceremony organised at Adams Lyons playground on that evening, with 

the Church being asked to host the provision of refreshments after the event.  As the date 

coincided with the date of the Annual Parish Meeting, Members noted that the latter 

would have to be re-arranged if a beacon was to be lit in Warboys. 

 

Finally, the Chairman drew attention to the Government’s encouragement of local 

communities to hold street parties over the weekend of the Queen’s actual birthday in 

June to coincide with a mass street party to be held in the Mall in London.  Although a 

successful street party had been held in the High Street on the occasion of the Queen’s 

Diamond Jubilee, Members felt that the date was too close to the beacon lighting event 

and the Feast Week celebrations being planned by the Community Association in July for 

an additional event to be organised.  It was suggested therefore that residents should hold 

smaller street parties where they lived if they wished to join in the celebrations that 

weekend. 

 

Following discussion, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that Councillor Mrs Harlock be requested to report back on the discussions 

by the Warboys W.I. on a litter pick in the village; 

 

(b) that a portable beacon be purchased and arrangements made for Warboys 

to take part in the national beacon lighting on the evening of 21st April; 

 

(c) that the beacon lighting be held at Adams Lyons playground, an offer from 

Councillor England to supply the propane gas supply for the beacon be 

accepted and the PCC requested to consider opening the church for 

refreshments after the event; 

 

(d) that the date of the Annual Parish Meeting be changed and the meeting 

now held on 7th April; and 

 

(e)  that no action be taken with regard to the organisation of a street party in 

the village. 

 

 

193/15  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Members considered the format for the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 7th April.  It 

was agreed that County and District Councillors be requested to submit an annual report 

again which would be circulated with the Chairman of the Parish Council’s report. 

 

In terms of a guest speaker, Members noted the high level of attendance at the previous 

year’s Annual Parish Meeting when Dr Wilcox of the Moat House Surgery had spoken 

about changes in the NHS and the new appointments arrangements at the surgery.  As the 

new system had been in operation for almost 12 months and patients were increasingly 

being encouraged to approach their pharmacist for minor ailments, it was  

 

RESOLVED 
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that representatives from the Moat House Surgery and Wards the Chemists be 

invited to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

 

194/15 HUNTINGDONSHIRE ASSOCIATION FOR COMMUNITY TRANSPORT 

 

Having considered a request from Huntingdonshire Association for Community 

Transport to attend a future meeting of the Council to explain their services available for 

local residents, Members felt that the Parish Council should lend their support to the 

Ramsey and District Community Bus scheme which was used to convey elderly residents 

to the Day Care Centre in the village. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the offer from the Huntingdonshire Association for Community Transport be 

declined. 

 

 

195/15 SLCC ANNUAL TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR 

 

It was noted that the item had been withdrawn from the agenda. 

 

 

196/15 CORRESPONDENCE 

    

The Clerk reported that the following items of correspondence had been received since 

the previous meeting and indicated that he would arrange for them to be circulated to 

Members for information:- 

 

(a) Old Village School Board Trust 

 

Accounts for year ending 30th June 2015 

 

(b) Cambridgeshire Voice 

 

Winter/Spring edition published by CPRE Cambridgeshire & Peterborough 

 

(c) Clerks and Councils Direct 

 

January 2016 edition 

 

 

197/15 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that at the Open Forum following the previous meeting of the 

Council, questions had been raised about potential flooding in the village, the lack of 

progress in the renovation of Newmans Stores and action taken with regard to a previous 

flyposting incident. 

 

 

198/15 ACCOUNTS 
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Upon being moved by Councillor Payne and seconded by Councillor Dr Withams, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 

 

M J Buddle  Salary – January 2016     959.63          

                                                 

W E Batterbee  Salary – January 2016      877.80         

 

R Edwards  Salary – January 2016     306.00           

 

R Reeves  Salary – January 2016     878.99 

                             

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – January 2016            1,039.96    

              

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)     71.04 

 

R Reeves  Petty cash         25.00 

 

ESPO   Hammerite paint                33.60 

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies     52.38 

 

BKC Roofing  Roofing repairs to Parish Centre          2,280.00 

 

Earth Anchors Ltd. Seat                  954.49 

 

Huntingdonshire Printing of letter heads     39.44 

District Council 

 

Ivan Barrett  Miscellaneous supplies                         383.01 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer anti-virus protection – March         6.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer backup online - March      36.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer support contract –  March        30.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

 

E.ON   Gas supply – Parish Centre              208.10  

 

ESPO   Miscellaneous supplies     62.96 
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Canon UK Ltd. Photocopying charges               116.64 

 

C J Ingle Ltd  Guttering       65.64 

 

Post Office Ltd. Vehicle Excise Duty – Van              225.00 

 

G S Glazing Services Replacement glass pane in Parish Centre    77.30 

internal door 

 

 

199/15 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for January 2016 and the list of 

Parish Centre bookings for that month (copies of which had been circulated to all 

Members). 

 

 

200/15 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the 

following matter as it contained information of a personal nature. 

 

 

201/15 REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 

(Having declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in the following matter, Councillor 

England left the room and took no part in the discussion and voting thereon.) 

 

Members considered a report by the Clerk (copies of which had been circulated) 

following a request by the Sports and Social Club for a grant.   The background to the 

request was contained in the report submitted by the Clerk but having regard to the 

information provided, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the request be refused. 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 


